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THE NEW CABINET. 
The cabinet of President Monroe is composed 
of the following gentlemen : 
John Quincy Adams, of Massachusetts, Secre- 


tary of State. 
William H. Crawford, of Georgia, Secretary of 


the Treasury. 

Isaac Shelby, of Kentucky, Secretary of War 

B. W. Crowninshield, of Massachusetts, Secre- 
tary of the Navy. 

Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, Attorney Ge- 
neral. 

It is probable that some slight changes may 
hereafter take place in this arrangement : and as 
to our foreign diplomatic agents, alterations will 
certainly ensue, although nothing is yet defini- 
tively fixed. 





NEW TREASURY OFFICES. 


The following new offices have been created in 
the treasury, in lieu of the three accounting offi- 
ces in the war and navy departments and the of- 
fice of superintendent general of military sup- 
plies, which have been abolished : 

A second comptroller, and four auditors; so 
that there are now two comptrollers and five au- 
ditors of the treasury. 

To these offices have been appointed— 

Richard Cutts, 2d Comptroller. 

Mr. Harrison, the former Auditor, remains as 1st 
Auditor, 

William Lee, 2d Auditor. 

Peter Hagner, 3d Auditor. 

Constant Freeman, 4th Auditor. 

Stephen Pleasonton, 5th Auditor. 

Each of the auditors, and the two comptrollers, 
are to superintend different classes of accounts 
and settlements, as designated by law. The other 
officers of the treasury, war, and navy depart- 
ments, remain as heretofore. 





INAUGURATION OF PRESIDENT. 


On Tuesday last, the 4th instant, Jamzs Mon- 
nok, of Virginia, was inaugurated to the office of 
President of the United States. According to the 
provisions of the constitution, the ceremony would 
consist in simply taking the oath which that in- 
strument prescribes ; but it has been the usage, 
and it was adhered to by Mr. Monroe, to deliver 
a specch on the occasion ; and that circumstance 
generally draws together a multitude of people. 
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The President elect had previously notified the 
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presiding officer of the Senate, by letter, that he 
proposed to take the oath in the representatives’ 
chamber, at twelve o’clock, on the day appoint- 
ed. He accordingly repaired thither, accompanied 
by the late President, by marshals designated for 
the day, by a long cavalcade of country and city 
gentlemen, afd visitors from other cities, by am- 
bassadors, by a few of the volunteer military, and 
by numerous pedestrians, all pressing to see the 
ceremony, and to enjoy the weather, which, on 
that day, was extremely fine and exhilirating. 

About noon Vice President Tomrexiys took 
the chair of the Senate, and was inducted to office ; 
after which he uttered, to the attending members 
of that body, a pertinent and courteous address. 
The Senate then adjourned, when Mr. Monroe, 
placed upon an elevated platform in front of the 
halls of Congress, and in the open air, had the oath 
of office administered to him by chief justice 
Mansuatt, The scene wag imipressive. The 
beautiful and cloudless canopy of heaven, the en- 
livening influence of a delightful atmosphere, the 
great concourse of spectators, the showy equip- 
ages of the foreign ministers and wealthy citi- 
zens, infused through the surrounding spectators 
sensations that were extremely agreeable. 

Previously to his being sworn, Mr. Monroe deli- 
vered the speech, of which a copy will be found in 
this day’s Register. Of this performance we shall 
say, at this time, neither good nar evil. Itis our 
intention to review it in our next number. 

Upon the conclusion of the ceremony, which 
was accompanied with the sound of cannon and 
military honors, each one peaceably took his way, 
on horseback, on foot, or in coaches. ‘The next 
general place of fashionable rendezvous was~ the 


4 houses of the late and present Presidents, whither 


they had returned, where the doors had been 
thrown open, and where sociability, mirth, and 
politeness, reigned among belles and beaux, ladies 
and gentlemen, civil functionaries, foreign ambas- 
sadors, military men, and decent citizens of every 
description. The crowd was unusual. The buz, 
the chat, the hurley-burley were pleasing, be- 
cause hearty and good humored. It was a hand- 
some voluntary leave-taking of a retiring veteran 
and fortunate statesman, and a lively congratula- 
tion of a persevering, perhaps eS pe but 
certainly lucky, successor. 

In the evening there was a Balligpeonitea to 
overflowing. It was attended by much of beauty 
and a great deal of fashion. Among the former, 
it was remarked that both Mrs. Madison and Mrs. 
Manroe made a very attractive appearance. 
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MONROE’S INAUGURAL SPEECH. 


I should be destitute of feeting, if I was not 
deeply affected by the strong proof which my fel- 
low citizens have given me of their confidence, in 
calling me to the high office, whose functions I 
am about to assume. As the expression of their 
good opinion of my conduct in the public service, 
1 derive from it a gratification, which those who 
are conscious of having done all that they could to 
merit it, can alone feel. My sensibility is increased 
by a just estimate of the importance of the trust, 
and of the nature and extent of its duties; with 
the proper _——, of which, the highest inter- 
ests of a great and free people are intimately con- 
nected. Conscious of my own deficiency, I cannot 
enter on these duties without great anxiety for the 
result. From a jist responsibility I will never 
shrink; calculating, with confidence, thatin my best 
efforts to promote the public welfare, my motives 
will always be duly appreciated, and my conduct 
be yiewed with that candor and indulgence which 
I have experienced in other stations. 

In commencing the duties of the chief execu- 
tive office, it has been the practice of the distin- 
guished men whw have gone before me, to explain 
the principles which would govern them in their 
respective administrations. In following their ve- 
nerated example, my attention is naturally drawn to 
the great causes which have contributed, in a prin- 
cipal degree, to produce the present happy cendi- 
tion of the United States. ‘They will best explain 
the nature of our duties, and shed much light 
on the policy which ought to be pursued in fu- 
ture. 

From the commencement of our revolution to 
the present day, almost forty years have elapsed, 
and from the establishment of this constitution, 28. 
Through this whole term, the government has 
been, what may emphatically be called, self-govern- 
ment; and what has been the effect? To what- 
ever object we turn our attention, whether it re- 
lates to our foreign or domestic concerns, we find 
abundant cause to felicitate ourselves in the ex- 
cellence of our institutions. During a period 
fraught with difficulties, and marked by very ex- 
traordinary events, the United States have flour- 
ished beyond example. Their citizens, indivi- 
dually, have been happy, and the nation prosper- 
ous. 

Under this constitution, our commerce has been 
wisely regulated with foreign nations and between 
the States; new States have been admitted into 
our Union ; our territory has been enlarged, by 
fair and honorable treaty, and ‘with great advan- 
tage to the original States ; the States respectively 
protected by the national government, under a 
mild parental system, against foreign dangers, and 
enjoying within their separate spheres, by a wise 

grtition of power, a just proportion of the sove- 
reignty, have improved their police, extended their 
settlements, and attained a strength and maturity, 
which are the best proofs of wholesome laws, well 
administered. And if we look to the condition of 
individuals, what a proud spectacle does it exhibit ! 
On whom has oppression fallen in any quarter of 
our Union? Who has been deprived of any right 
of person or property ? Who restrained trom of- 
fering his vows, in the mode which he prefers, to 
the Divine Author of his being? It is well known, 
that all these blessings have been enjoyed in their 
fullest extent ; and } acd, with peculiar satisfac- 
“tign, that there has been no example of a capital 
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government to these beneficent 
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punishment being inflicted on an 
crime of high treason. ¥ one for the 


Some, who might admit the competency of our 


ment — duties, mj 
doubt it in trials which put to the test its tee 
H 


and efficiency, as a member of the gut cea 
nity of nations. Here, too, experience has affi 

ed us the most satisfactory proof in its favor ras 
as this constitution was put into action <r 
the principal states of Europe had become m th 
agitated, and some of them seriously cumelad 
Destructive wars ensued, which have, of late i 
been terminated. In the course of these conflicts, 
the United States received great injury from oo 
ral of the parties. It was their interest to stand 
‘aloof from the contest ; to demand justice from 
the party committing the injury; and to cultivate 
by a fair and honorable conduct, the friendship of 
all. War became, at length, inevitable, a 
result has shown, that our government is equal to 
that, the greatest of trials, under the most unfayor- 
able circumstances. Of the virtue of the people 
and of the heroic exploits of the army, the nayy. 
and the militia, I need not speak. £ 

Such then, is the happy government under 
which we live ; a government adequate to every 
purpose for which the social compact is formed’: 
a government elective in all its branches, under 
which every citizen may, by his merit, obtain the 
highest trust recognized by the constitution ; 
which contains within it no cause of discord ; none 
to put at variance one portion of the community 
with another ; a government which protects every 
citizen in the full enjoyment of his rights, and is 
able to protect the nation against injustice from 
foreign powers. 

Other considerations of the highest importance 
admonish us to cherish our Union, and to cling to 
the government which supports it. Fortunate as 
we are, in our political institutions, we have not 
been less so in other circumstances, on which our 
prosperity and happiness essentially depend. Si- 
tuated within thé temperate zone, and extending 
through many degrees of latitude along the Atlan. 
tic, the United States enjoy all the varieties of 
climate, and every production incident to that por- 
tion of the globe. Penetrating, internally, to the 
great lakes, and beyond the sources of the great 
rivers which communicate through our whole in- 
terior, no country was ever happier with respect 
to its domain. Blessed too with a fertile soil, ow 
produce has always been very abundant, leaving, 
even in years the least favorable, a surplus for the 
wants of our fellow-men, in other countries— 
Such is our peculiar felicity, that there is nota 
part of our Union that is not particularly interest- 
ed in preserving it. The great agricultural inter- 
est of the nation prospers under its protection. — 
Local interests are not less fostered by it. Our 
fellow-citizens of the north, engaged in navigation, 
find great encouragement in being made the fa- 
vored carriers of the vast productions of the 
other portions of the United States, while the in- 
habitants of these are amply recompensed, in their 
turn, by the nursery for seamen and waval force, 
thus formed and reared up for the support of our 
common rights. Our manufactures find a gener- 
ous encouragement by tiie policy which patron- 
izes domestic industry ; and the surplus of our 
produce, a steady and profitable market by locs. 
wants, in less favorcd parts at home. 

Such, ten, being the highly favored condition 
of our country, it is the interest of every citizen to 














* the 


F our 
ight 
ngth 
mu. 
jord- 
Just 
al of 
Nuch? 


our 


ing 
jan. 

of 
or 
the 
eat 
in- 
ect 
ou 


ng, 
the 





Vou, 1—1817,] 


maintain it. What are the dangers which menace 


us? If any exist, they ought to be ascertained and 
inst. . . . 

- eoaing my sentiments on this subject, it 

may be asked, what raised us to the present hap- 

y state? How did we accomplish the revolution ? 
How remedy the defects of the first instrument of 
our union, by infusing into the national govern- 
ment sufficient power for national purposes, with- 
out impairing the just rights of the states, or af- 
fecting those of individuals ? How sustain and pass 
with glory through the late war? The government 
has been in the hands of the people. ‘To the peo- 
ple, therefore, and to the faithful and able depo- 
sitories of their trust, is the creditdue. Had the 

eople of the United States been educated in dif- 
ferent principles ; had they been less intelligent, 
Jess independent, or less virtuous, can it be believ- 
ed that we should have maintained the same steady 
and consistent career, or been blessed with the 
same success? While, then, the constituent body 
retains its present sound and healthful state, every 
thing will be safe. They will choose competent 
and faithful representatives for every department. 
It is only when the people become ignorant and 
corrupt; when they degenerate into a populace, 
that they are incapable of exercising the sove- 
reignty. Usurpation is then an easy attainment, 
andan usurper soon found. The people themselves 
become the willing instruments of their own de. 
basement and ruin. Let us then look to the great 
cause, and endeavor to preserve ‘it in full force. 
Let us, by all wise and constitutional measures, 
promote intelligence among the people, as the 
best means of preserving our liberties. . 

Dangers from abroad are not less deserving of 
attention. Experiencing the foitune of other na- 
tions, the United States may be again involved in 
war, and it may, in that event, be the object of the 
adverse party to overset our government, to break 
our union, and demolish us as a nation. Our dis- 
tance from Europe, and the just, moderate, and 
pacific policy of our government may form some 
security against these dangers, but they ought to 
be anticipated and guarded against. Many of our 
citizens are engaged in commerce and navigation, 
and all of them are, in a certain degree, dependent 
on their prosperous state. Many are engaged in 
the fisheries. These interests are exposed to in- 
vasion in the wars between other powers, and we 
should cisregard the faithful admonition of expe- 
rience, if we did not expect it. ‘We must support 
our rights or loose our character, and with it per- 
haps our liberties. A people who fail to do it, 
can scarcely be said to hold a place among inde- 
pendent nations. National honor is national pro- 
petty of the highest value. ‘he sentiment in the 
mind of every citizen, is national strength. It 
ought therefore to be cherished. 

‘Lo secure us against these dangers, our coast and 
inland frontiers should be fortified ; our army and 
navy regulated upon just principles as to the force 
of each, be kept in perfect order, and our militia 
he placed upon the best practicable footing. To 
put our extensive coast in such a state of defence 
as to secure our cities and interior from invasion, 
will be attended with expense, but the work, when 
finished, will pe permanent ; and it is fair to pre- 
sume that a single campaign of invasion, by a na- 
val force superior to our own, aided by a few 
thousand land troops, would expose us to greater 
expense, without taking into the estimate the loss 
of property, and distress of our citizens, than 
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would be sufficient for this great work. Our land 
and naval forces should be moderate, but adequate 
to the necessary purposes. The former to garrison 
and preserve our fortifications, and to meet the 
first invasion of a foreign foe ; and while consti- 
tuting the elements ofa greater force, to preserve 
the science, as well as all the necessary imple- 
ments of war, in a state to be brought into activi- 
ty in the event of war. ‘The latter retained Wwith- 
in the limits proper ina state of peace, might aid 
in maintaining the neutrality of the United States 
with dignity in the wars of other powers, and in 
saving the property of their citizens from spolia- 
tion. In time of war, with the enl ment of 
which the great naval resources of the country 
render it susceptible, and which should be duly 
fostered in time of peace, it would contribute es- 
sentially both as an auxiliary of defence, afd as a 
powerful engine of annoyance, to diminish the ca- 
lamities of war, and to bring the war to a speedy 
and honorable termination. 

But it ought always to be held prominently in 
view, that the safety of these States, and of every 
thing dear to a free people, must depend in an 
eminent degree on the militia. Invasions may be 
made too formidable to be resisted by any land and 
naval force, which it would comport, either with 
the principles of our government, or the circum- 
stances of the United States, to maintain. In such 
cases, recourse must be had to the great body of 
the people, and in a manner to produce the best 
effect. It is of the highest importance, therefore, 
that they be so organized & trained as to be prepar- 
ed for any emergency. The arrangement should be 
such, as to put at the command of the government 
the ardent — and youthful vigor of the 
country. If formed on equal and just principles, 
it cannot be oppressive. It is the crisis which 
makes the pressure, and not the laws, which pro- 
vide a remedy for it. This arrangement should 
be formed too in time of peace, to be the better 
prepared: for war. With such an organization, 
with such a people, the United States have no- 
thing to dread from foreign invasion. At its ap- 
proach, an overwhelming force of gallant men 
might always be put in motion. 

Other interests of high importance will claim 
attention, among which the improvement of our 





with a constitutional sanction, holds a distinguig 

ed place. By thus facilitating the intercourse’ 

tween the States, we shall much to the con- 
venience and comfort of our fellow citizens; much 
to the ornament of the country ; and what is of 
greater importance, we shall shorten distances, 
and by making each part more accessible to and 
dependent on the other, we shall bind the union 
more closely together. Nature has done sojmuch 
for us by intersecting the country with so many 
great rivers, bays, and lakes, approaching from 
distant points so near to each othe, that the in- 
ducement to complete the work seems to be pe- 
culiarly strong. A more interesting spectacle was 
perhaps never seen, than.is exhibited within the 
limits of the United States; a territory so vast, 
and advantageously situated, containing objects so 
grand, so useful, so happily connected in all their 

arts. 

Our manufactures will likewise require the sys- 
tematic and fostering care ef the government.— 
Possessing, as we do, all the raw materials, the 


country by roads and canals, prsosotee os 





| fruit of our own soil and industry, we ought not 

to depend, in the degree we have done, on sup- 
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plies from other countries. While we are thus 
dependent, the sudden event of war, unsought 
and unexpected, cannot fail to plunge us into the 
most serious difficulties. It is important, too, 
that the capital which nourishes our manufactures 
should be domestic, as its influence in that case, 
instead of exhausting, as it may de in foreign 
hands, would be felt advantageously on agriculture, 
and every other branch of industry. Equally im- 
portant is it to provide at home a market for our 
raw materials, as, by extending the competition, 
it will enhance the price, and protect the cultiva- 
_tor against the casualties incident to foreign mar- 
‘kets. 

With the Indian tribes it is our duty to culti- 
vate friendly relations, and to act with kindness 
and liberality in all our transactions. Equally 
proper is it to persevere in our efforts to extend 
to them the advantages of civilization. 

The great amount of our revenue and the fiour- 
ishing state of the treasury, are a full proof of the 
competency of the national resources, for any 
emergency, as they are, of the willingness of our 
fellow-citizens to bear the burthens which the 
public necessities require. The vast amount of 
vacant lands, the value of which daily augments, 
forms an additional resource of great extent and 
duration. ‘These resources, besides accomplish- 
ing every other necessary purpose, put it com- 
pletely in the power of the United States, to dis- 
charge the national debt, at an early period.— 
Peace is the best time for improvement and _pre- 
paration of every kind; it is in peace that our 
commerce flourishes most ; that taxes are most 
easily paid, and that the revenue is most produc- 
tive. 

The executive is charged officially, in the de- 
partments under it, with the disbursement of the 
public money, and is responsible for the faithful 
application of it to the purposes for which it is 
raised. The legislature is the watchful guardian 
over the public purse. It is its duty to see that the 
disbursement has been honestly made. To meet 
the requisite responsibility, every facility should 
be afforded to the executive, to enable it to bring 
the public agents, entrusted with the public mo- 
ney, strictly and promptly to account. Nothing 
should be presumed against them; but if, with 

e requisite facilities, the public money is suffer- 

to lie, long and uselessly, in their hands, they 
will not be the only defaulters, nor will the demo- 
ralizing effect be confined to them. It will evince 
a relaxation, and want of tone in the administra- 
tion, which will be felt by the whole community. 
I shall do all I can, to secure economy and fidelity 
in this important branch of the administration, and 
1 doubt not, that the legislature will perforin its 
duty with equal zeal. A thorough examination 
should be regularly made, and I will promote it. 

It is paritcularly gratifying to me, to enter on 
the discharge of these duties, at a time when the 
United States are blessed with peace. It is a state 
most consistent with their prosperity and happi- 
ness. It will be my sincere desire to preserve it, 
su far as depends on the executive, on just princi- 
pe. with all nations, claiming nothing unreasona- 

le of any, and rendering to each what is its due. 

Equally gratifying is it to witness the increased 
harmony of opinion, which pervades our Unicn. 
Discord does not belong to our system. Union is 
recommended, as well by the free snd benign 











principles of our goverwnent, extending its biess- 
ings to every individual, as by the other eminent | 
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advantages attending it. The American peop] 

have encountered together great dangers be 
sustained severe trials with success. They consti 

tute one great family, with a common interest — 
Experince has enlightened us, on some question 

of essential importance to the country. The = 
gress has been slow, dictated by a just reflection, 
and a faithful regard to every interest connected 
with it. ‘To promote this harmony in accord with 
the principles of our republican government, and 
in a manner, to give them the most complete ef. 
fect, and to adyance, in all other respects, the best 
interests of our Union, will be the object of my 
constant and zealous exertions. ‘ 

Never did a government commence under ay 
spices so favorable, nor ever was success so com. 
plete. If we look to the history of other nations 
ancient or modern, we find no example of a growth 
so rapid, so gigantic; of a people so prosperotis 
and happy. In contemplating what we have stil] 
to perform, the heart of every citizen must expand 
with joy, when he reflects how near our govern. 
ment has approached to perfection ; that, in re. 
spect to it, we have no essential improvement to 
make ; that the great object is to preserve it in 
the essential principles and features which cha. 
racterize it, and that, that is to be done, by pre- 
serving the virtue and enlightening the minds of 
the people ; and, asa security against foreign dan. 
gers, to adopt such arrangements as are indispen- 
sable to the support of our independence, our 
rights, and liberties. If we persevere in the ca- 
reer in which we have advanced so far, and in the 
path already traced, we cannot fail, under the fa- 
vor of a gracious Providence, to attain the high 
destiny which seems to await us. 

In the administrations of the illustrious men who 
have preceded me in this high station, with some 
of whom I have been connected by the closest ties 
from early life, examples are presented, which 
will always be found highly instructive and useful 
to their successors. From these I shall endeavor to 
derive all the advantages which they may afford. 

Of my immediate predecessor, under whont so 
important a portion of this great and successful 
experiment has been made, I shall be pardoned 
for expressing my earnest wishes that he may long 
enjoy, in his retirement, the affections of a grate- 
ful country, the best reward of exalted talents and 
the most faithful and meritorious services. Rely- 
ing on the aid to be derived from the other de- 
partments of the government, I enter on the trust 
to which I have been called by the suffrages of 
my fellow citizens with my fervent prayers to the 
Almighty that He will be graciously pleased to 
continue to us that protection which he has alrea- 
dy so conspicuously displayed in our favor. 





ADDRESS OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT 
To the Senate, after having taken the oath of office 
on the-fourth day of March. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : 

In entering tne office of Vice-President, I beg 
leave to offer a public acknowledgment of the 
honor conferred upon me by the people of the 
United Staies, by placing me next in their confi- 
dence to that illustrious citizen whose patriotism, 
virtue, and eminent public services receive this 
day the highest reward that a free people can be- 
stow. 

{ assume the dutics assigned me in the senate, 
with the greatest diffidence, arising from a con- 
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sciousness of my inexperience in the forms of de- 
liberate assemblies ; and when, at the same time, 
I reflect that this chair has hitherto been adorned 
by men of the first distinction for experience, 
talents, and character, ram oppressed by the 
magnitude of the responsibility which now de- 
volves upon me. : ; 

My heart assures me that I may promise upright 
intentions, zealous industry, and rigid impartiality. 
If aught beyond these shall merit approbation, it 
will be justly ascribed to the wisdom and mag- 
nanimity of the members of this dignified body— 
and upon that wisdom and magnanimity 1 entirely 
repose myself for guidance and support. 





NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 


SENATE. 


Tyesday, Feb. 25—Mr. Wilson and Mr. Tait 
were appointed of the joint committee on the 
art of the Senate, to meet the committee of the 
House, to inquire and report what business is ne- 
cessary to be done before adjournment. 

The bill to amend the claims law, with amend- 
ments made in this house, was read a third time 
and passed. a J 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution to direct the military committee to re- 
port a bill to reduce the army ; and, Mr. Barbour 
having moved to postpone the same indefinitely, 
the question thereon was decided as follows : 

YEAS~Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Campbell, Chace, Condit, 
Fromentin, Gaillard, Hanson, Howell, Hunter, King, Lacock, 
Mason of Va. Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Stokes, Tait, Taylor, Troup, Williams, Wilson—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Daggett, Dana, Goldsborough, 
Horsey, Macon, Mason of N. H. Smith, Thompson, Tichenor, 
Varnum~ 11. 

The bill freeing from postage all letters and 
packets to and from James Madison, was read a 
third time and passed. 

Wednesday, Feb. 26.—The Senate proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill to set apart and 
pledge, as a fund for internal improvement, the 
bonus of the national bank, &c. 

Mr. Daggett moved to postpone the bill indefi- 
nitely, which give rise to a debate on the merits 
of the bill, that continued to a late hour, in which 
Messrs. Daggett, Ashmun, Macon, and Campbell 
opposed the bill, and Messrs. Lacock, Barbour, 
Hardin and Roberts advocated the bill, and op- 
posed its postponement. 

The motion for indefinite postponement was 
finally decided in the negative—-ayes 18, noes 19. 

Adjourned. 

Thursday, Feb. 27.—Mr. Morrow, from the 
committee on the public lands, to whom was re- 
ferred, on the 7th instant, the message from the 
President of the United States, reported a bill au- 
thorizing the payment of a sum of money to the 
State of Georgia, under the articles of agreement 
and cession between the United States and said 
State. 

On motion of Mr. Stokes, the Senate resumed 
the bill to authorize the State of Tennessee to issue 
grants and perfect titles on certain entries and lo- 
cations of lands therein described, together with 
the amendments reported thereto by the select 
committee. 

The bill was amended, and on the question of 
ordering the same to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, the veas and navs stood as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Brown, Campbell, Daggett, Fro- 


mentin, Goldsborough, Hardin, Muriey,-Howell, Lacock, | 
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Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, Talbog, 


| Tait, Taylor, Thompson, Tichenor, ithe illiams—23. 


NAYS—Messrs. Condit, Dana, Gall Macon, Mason, N. 
H, Smith, Varnum, Wilson.—8. 

So the bill was passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Chace, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill to amend the act to establish judi- 
cial courts of the United States. 

The bill authorizing a subscription to the tenth 
volume of public documents, was read a third time 
and passed. 

The amendments of the House to the Mississip- 
pi State bill, were committed to the committee of 
public lands, reported by them, and finally con- 
curred in. , 

Seven bills, which had been received from the 
House of Representatives, received their first 1ead- 
ing. 

Internal improvements.—The Senate rusumed the 

consideration of the bill for establishing a fund for 

internal improvements, which bill came from the 

House of Representatives in the following shape : 

A BILL to set apart and pledge as a permanent 
fund for internal improvement, the bonus of the 
national bank, and the United States’ share of 
its dividends. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the bonus secured to 
the United States, by the “ act to incorporate the 
subscribers to the bank of the United States,” and 
the dividends which shall arise from their shares 
in its capital stock, during the present term of 
twenty years, for which the proprietors thereof 
have been incorporated, be, and the same are 
hereby set apart and pledged as a fund for con- 
structing roads and canals, and improving the na- 
vigation of water courses, in order to facilitate, 
promote, and give security to internal commerce 
umong the several States, and to render more 
easy and less expensive the means and provisions 
necessary for their common defence. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the mo- 
neys constituting the said fund shall, from time to 
time, be applied in constructing such roads or ca- 
nals, or in improving the navigation of such water 
courses, or both, in each State, as Congress, with 
the assent of such State, shall by law direct, and 
in a manner fnost conducive to the general welfare ; 
and the proportion of the said moneys to be ex- 
pended on the objects-aforesaid, in each State, 
shall be in the ratio of its representation, at the 
time of such expenditure, in the most numerous 
branch of the national legislature. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That‘the said 
fund be put under the care of the secretary of the 
treasury for the time being ; and that it shall be 
his duty, unless otherwise directed, to vest the said 
dividend, if not specifically appropriatod by Con- 
gress, in the stock of the United States ; which 
stock shall accrue to, and is hereby constituted a 
part of the said fund. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
also be the duty of the said secretary, unless 
otherwise directed, to vest the bonus for the char- 
ter of said bank as it may fall due in the stock of 
the United States; and also to lay before Coa- 
gress at their usual session, the condition of the 
said fund. 

A motion was made by Mr. Ashmun-to amend 
the bill by adding thereto a provision in the fol- 
lowing words : 4 

“ Provided, however, that no part of said fund 
shall be expended on any of the objects aforesaid, 

within the State, without the assent of the legisla- 
ture thereof: And provided aiso, that if any State 
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shall refuse its assent as aforesaid, there shall be 
paid to such State such proportion of said money, 
as would be expended therein, on the objects a- 
foresaid, if such State had assented to said expen- 
diture.” 

The question thereon was decided by yeas and 
nays, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Condit, Daggett, Dana, Tiche- 
nor—5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Campbell, Chace, Fromen- 
tin, Gaiilard, Goldsborough, Hanson, Hardin, Horsey, Howell, 
Hunter, King, Lacock, Macon, Mason, of N. H. Mason, of Va. 
Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, 
Talbot, Tate, Taylor, Thompson, Troup, Varnum, Wells, 
Williams, Wilson.—33, 

A motion was made by Mr. Goldsborough to 
strike out the third section after the word “ duty,” 
to the end of the section, and in lieu thereof to in- 
sert the following words : 

“ To apportion and divide the said fund, as it 
anmially accrues, among the several States, now 
existing, and such as may hereafter be admitted 
into the union, according to the then existing ra- 
tio of representation as before directed ; and to 
invest the same, so apportioned and divided, in 
funded debt of the United States. in the names of 
the respective States; and the funded debt so set 
apart in the names of the respective States, shall 
be applied to the aforesaid objects, under the con- 
current direction of Congress and the legislature 
of the State interested, and he shall also lay be- 
fore Congress at their annual session the condition 
of the said fund.” 

The question thereupon was determined by the 
fcllowing vote : 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Fromentin, Goldsborough, 
Hanson, Horsey, King, Lacock, Mason, N. H. Mason, Va. Mor- 
row, Nob'e, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, ‘Taibot, Tait, 
Taylor, Thompson, Welis.—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Campbell, Chace, Condit, Dag- 
gett, Dana, Gaillard, Hardin, Howell, Hunter, Macon, Smith, 
‘Viehenor, Troup, Varnum, Williams, Wilson.—i7, 

Mr. Campbell moved to amend the first section 
of the bill, by limiting the appropriation of the 
dividends on the United States’ shares in the bank 
to so much of the dividend “as shall remain after 
paying the interest accruing on the stocks of the 
United States constituting said shares. 

Which motion was negatived by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Mess ‘s. Ashmun, Campbell, Chace”, Condit, Daggett, 
Dana, Gaiilard, Hardin, Howell, Macon, Smith, Stokes, 
‘Thompson, Tichenoy, Troup, Varnum, Williams—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Fromentin, Goidsborough, | 
Hanson, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lacock, Mason of N. H. Mason | 
ot Va. Morrew, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Taibot, 
Teit, Taylor, Wells, Wilson—21. 

Mr. Horsey moved to add to the-end of the se- 
cond section a proviso in the following words : 

Provided, ‘That the proportion of said fund be 
assigned to any state, or any part thereof, may by 
the assent of such state be applied to the pur- 
poses aforesaid in any other state. 





This motion was decided by the following vote : 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Chace, Fromentin, Go!lds- 
borough, Hanson, Hardin, Hersey, Hunter, King, Lacock, 
Mason of N. H, Mason of Va, Morrow, Nobie, Roberts, Rug- | 
gies, Sanford, Stokes, Talbot, Tait, Taylor, Thompson, Tich- | 
enor, Welis, Wilson--26. i 


NAYS—Messrs, Ash mun, Campbell, Condit, Daggett, Dana, || 


Gaillard, Howell, Macon, Smith, Croup, Varnum, Williams— ; 


12. 





Mr. Daggett moved to amerid the bill by add- | 


ing to the end of it a proviso in the following || 
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propriation accruing during such period, for the 
purpose of maintaining such war. 

The question on this motion was decided } 
the following vote : y 
Dana, Gaillard, Hardin, Howell Hunter: Ngee ao oagpett 
Smith, Thompson, Tichenor, Troup, Varnum, Willieme~is. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Fromentin, Goldshorou, 
Be roberto, apeion Sanford? Taltet, nag, i grrem, Noe 
Wilda a aS 

On the question, then, whether the bill, with 
the amendments, should be read a third time, it 
was decided as follows : ‘ 

YEAS—Messrs, Barbour, Brown, F. i 
Hansony Hardin Horse, King, Laces Mason of Xe 
Talbot, Tait, Taylor, Wells, Wilson—25" Kontird, Cue, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Campbell, Chace, Condit, Daggett, 
Dana, Gaillard, Howell, Hunter, Macon, Smith, Thomipsoy, 
Tichenor, Troup, Varnum, Williams—16 . 

So the bill was ordered to be read a third time, 

After the transaction of some business of minor 
importance, 

The Senate adjourned. 

Friday, Feb. 28.—After some other business of 
minor importance, the subject of internal improve- 
ments was resumed. 

Mr. Daggett submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this bill, and the amendments 
thereto, be recommitted to the committee on 
roads and canals, with instructions to provide that 
such part of the fund therein pledged be appro- 
priated to promote internal improvements in the 
District of Columbia, as it may be entitled to ac- 
cording to its numbers, which shall be determin- 
ed by adding to the whole number of free per- 
sons, including those bound to service for a term 
of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three 
fifths of all other persons, and the appropriation 
hereby made to be under the control of Congress. 

The question on this motion was determined as 
follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Campbell, Chace, Daggett, Dana, 
Gaiilard, Howell, Macon, Smith, Thompson, Tichenor, 
Troup, Varnum, Williams—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Fromentin, Goldsborough, 
Hanson, Hardin, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lacock, Mason of N, 
H. Mason of Va. Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggies, Sanford, 
Stokes, Tait, Taylor, Wells, Wiison—21. 


The question on the passage of the bill was then 
decided as follows : 
YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Fromentin, Goldsborough, 


|| Hanson, Hardin, Horsey, King, Lacock, Mason of N. H. Mason 


of Va. Morrow, Roberts, Ruggies, Sanford, Stokes, ‘Tait, Tay- 
lor, Welis, Wilson—20, 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Campbell, Chace, Daggett, Dana, 
Gaillard, Howell, Hunter, Macon, Noble, Smith, ‘Thompson, 
Tichenor, ‘Troup, Varnum, Williams-—~15. 

. The Senate took up the bill to incorporate the 
unchartered banks in this district; and a motion 
was made by Mr. King to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill indefinitely. 

The question was, after debate, in which 
Messrs. Mason of Va. and Daggett opposed it, de- 
cided as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Condit, Hunter, King, Macon, 
Mason of N. H. Morrow, Smith, ‘Tait, ‘Thompson, Tichenor, 
Williams—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Campbell, Chace, Daggett, 
Dana, Fromentin, Gaiilard, Goidsborough, Hanson, Horsey, 
Howell, Mason of Va. Nob‘e, Roberts, Ruggies, Sanford, 
Stokes, Taylor, Troup, Varnum, Wells, Wilson—23. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the de- 
tails of the bill, and, before they adjourned, or- 


words : || dered it to be engrossed for a third reading to- 


Provided, Yhat-in case the United States shall |! 


‘ : ag | 
be engaged in war with any other nation, it shall | 


and mzy be lawful to divert, during the continu- || 
I 
‘ 


ance of such war, any unexpenled sum of this ap- 


morrow. 

Saturday, Murch 1.—Messrs. Barbour, Golds- 
borough and Troup, were chosen a committee of 
arrangen.ent for superintending the ceremony of 
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the inauguration. Under thei maperaten the 

jrrangements were accordingly matte. 

The bill concerning persons escaping from the 
service of their masters, was, on motion of Mr. 
Tait, postponed to a day beyond the session. 
(The object of this bill was to prevent kidnapping 
free persons as slaves; the objection was, that it 
would afford impunity almost absolute to slaves 
deserting the service of their owners. ] 

The bill to extend the charters of the chartered 
banks in the District of Columbia was, on motion 
of Mr. Goldsborough, postponed to a day beyond 

sion. 

he bill more effectually to preserve the neu- 
tral relations of the United States, being betore 
the Senate, a motion was made by Mr. Smith to 
postpone it to a day beyond the session; which 
motion failed—yeas 8, nays 28. 

On the question to agree to the amendment 
proposed to the bill by the committee of foreign 
relations, in the following words : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the own- 
ers of all armed ships sailing out ef the ports of 
the United States, and owned wholly or in part by 
citizens thereof, shall enter into bond to the Unit- 
ed States, with sufficient sureties, prior to clear- 
ing out the same, in double the amount of the va- 
lue of the vessel and cargo on board, excluding her 
armament, that the said ship or vessel shall not be 
employed by such owners in cruizing or commit- 
ting hostilities, or in aiding or co-operating in any 
warlike measure against the subjects, citizens, or 

perty of-any prince or state, or of any colony, 
district or people, with whom the United States 

are at peace. : ’ 4 

The question was decided affirmatively, as fol- 
lows : 

YEAS—Messr's. Barbour, Daggett, Hardin, Horsey, Kings 
Lacock, Macon, Mason of Va. Morrow, Sanford, Stokes, ‘Tai- 
pot, Tait, Taylor, ‘Tichenor, Troup, Weils—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Camphell, Chace; Condit, Dana, Fromentin, 
Gaillard, Howell, Noble, Ruggles, Sinith, Varnum, Williams, 
Wilson—13. 

The bili finally passed the Senate by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barbour, Campbell, Daggett, 
Goldsborough, Hanson, Hardin, Howell, Hunter, King, La- 
eock, Macon, Morrow, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, 
Talbot, Tait, Tay!or, Tichenor, Troup, Wells—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Chace, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, 
Mason of N. H. Nobie, Smith, Varnum, Wilson—10, 

The following resolution was reported by the 
committee to whom was referred so much of the 
president’s message as relates to an uniformity of 
weights and measures, and was adopted by the 
Senate ; 

Resolved, That it be referred to the secretary 
of state to prepare and report to the Senate a 
statement relative to the regulation and standards 
for weights and measures in the several states, 
and relative proceedings in foreign countries for 
establishing uniformity in weights and measures, 
together with such propositions relative thereto, 

as may be proper to be adopted in the United 
States. 

The following resolution, moved by Mr. King, 
was also adopted : 

Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested to cause to be collected, di- 
gested, printed, and laid before the Senate at the 
next session of Congress, so much of the treaties, 
laws and regulations of the different foreign coun- 
tries, with which the United States have commer- 
cial intercourse, as relates to import, export, ton- 


“nage, light house, pilotage and port duties; to 
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bounties and drawbacks; to colonial trade and 
navigation ; to the national character of mariners ; 
to the ship’s papers; and navigation of such fo- 
reign countries respectively ; specifying the com- 
parative footing of national and foreign ships em- 
ployed in any branch of such commercial inter- 
course. ‘ 

The bill to regulate the trade in Plaster of Pa- 
ris, having been so amended as to take effect on 
the 4th day of July (instead of the 1st day of May 
next) passed by the following vote : - 

YEAS—Messrs, Ashmun, Barbour, Brown, Campbell, Chace, 
Condit, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, Gaillard, Hardin, Horsey, 
Howell, Hunter, King, Lacock, Macon, Morrow, Nobile, Ro- 
berts, Ruggles, Sanford, Smith, Stokes, Talbot, Tait, Thomp- 
son, Vichenor, Troup, Varnum, Williams, Wilson—32, 

NAYS—Messrs, Hanson, Mason of Va, Taylor—3. 

Monday, March 3.—The following resolution, 
moved by Mr. Goldsborough, was agreed to: 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the 
Senate be presented to the honorable John GaiJ- 
lard, for the able and satisfactory, manner in which 
he has discharged the duties of the president pro- 
tempore of the Senate since his appointment to 
that office, and that this testimonial of their ap- 
[probation and respect be entered upon their 
journal. - 

Whereupon Mr. Gaillard rose, and addressed 
the Senate as follows : 

Gentlemen of the Senate, 

The approbation of a body so respectable and 
distinguished as that which I have now the honor 
to address, is received with the most profound re- 
spect, and will ever be to me a source of pleasing 
|and of grateful recollection. ‘To the habits of or- 
der, of decorum, and attention to business, which 
so strongly mark the character of this honorable 
body, I have felt myself to be greatly indebted, 
but more, much more so, to that spirit of liberali- 
hed and indulgence which has been extended to 

me on all occasions, and which has been ever rea- 
dy to overlook my many deficiencies and errors, 
and to overrate my feeble, humble efforts, which 
have been directed with anxious solicitude to the 
faithful and impartial discharge of the duties of 
the chair. If, in the course of my official conduct, 
it should have been my misfortune to have wound- 
ed the feelings of any honorable members, or in 
aught to have offended, I can assure them that 
such offence was unintentional on my part, and I 
pray them to accept this apology as an atonement. 
Permit me now, gentlemen, to tender to you col- 
lectively, as well as individually, my grateful ac- 
knowledgments for your kindness, and my warm- 
est wishes for your prosperity and happiness. 

Thursday, March 6.—The Senate of the United 
States adjourned this day at an early hour. The 
Vick-PRESIDENT, agreeably to former usage, rer 
tired from the chair, and Mr. Gaillard was again 
chosen president pro-tempore of the, Senate. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuesday, February 25.—Mr. Lowndes, from the 
committee of ways and means, reported a bi!l to 
provide for furnishing the house of the president 
of the United States, which was twice read and 
comnitted. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting the an- 
nual abstract of the official emoluments and ex- 
penditures for the year 1816; and the spgeker 
also laid before the house a letter from the trea- 





surer of the United States, trans.niiiing tie annual 
> 2 
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statements of his accounts. Both documents were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. H. Nelson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of lessening the duties upon wines imported 
from France and other foreign countries, and to 
report to this house thereupon. 

Which the house refused to consider. 

On motion of Mr. Forsyth, the committee of 
commerce and manufactures were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making Darien, in 
the state of Georgia, a port of entry and delivery. 

The bill supplementary to the act to regulate 
duties on imports and tonnage, was read the se- 
cond time and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the wholé, Mr. Jackson in the chair, on the 
bill for the redemption of the public debt. [Pro- 
viding, substantially, to make the sinking fund ten 
millions annually ; and to add to the fund of ten 
millions, the firther sum of nine millions, (the ex- 
isting surplus in the treasury) thus, making the 
whole sum applied this year to the reduction of 
the debt, amount to nineteen millions of dollars. 
Also, authorizing the secretary of the treasury, at 
any time during the present year, to pay to the 
commissioners of the sinking fund the further sum 
of four millions, to be considered as an advance 
to that amount on the appropriation of ten mil- 
lions, payable in the next year. Also, vesting in 
the commissioners of the sinking fund, to be ap- 
plied to the redemption ef the debt, any surplus 
which may hereafter accrue, over and above the 
sum of two millions, to be always retained in the 

reasury.] The bill having been read— 

Mr. Lowndes rose, and, in a speech of consider- 
able length, submitted the views of the commit- 
tee of ways and means in recommending the pre- 
sent bill, and advocated the policy of applying the 
proposed sums to the redemption of the public 
debt. 

Mr. Gaston moved the addition of a clause, di- 
recting the commissioners of the sinking fund to 
apply the surplus which may accrue, to the pur- 
chase of the government stock, held by the bank 
of the United States, if not elsewhere to be ob- 
tained, on the terms allowed by this bill, (par.) 

This motion produced a good deal of debate, 
and was finally agreed to without a division. 

This bill having been gone through, and the 
blanks therein filled— 

The committee took up, successively, 

The bill to repeal so much of any acts now in 
force as authorizes an issue of treasury notes ; 

The bill authorizing the payment to the state 
of Georgia of the discofint on her quota of the di- 
rect tax; 

‘the bill respecting appeals from the assess- 
ment of the direct tax ; 

The bill to authorize the captains of vessels to 
deposit papers with our consuls in forcign ports; 
aint 

The report of the committee of ways and 
means on the bill from the Senate, providing for 
the more prompt settlement of public accounts. 

These bills were severally cousidered aid vari- 
ously amended. 

The last named bill, and the ar-endments there- 
to reporicd by the committee of ways and means, 
produced a geod deal of debate. One feature par- 
icularly (the power proposed to be given to the 
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solicitor of the treasury to decide who are delin 

—_ and recover, by summary process, debts 

ue to the government by individuals) was earn. 
estly opposed by Messrs. Webster, Robertson, and 
Hopkinson, and supported by Messrs. Lownde 
Calhoun, and Cady. All the amendments of = 
portance were agreed to, however, by the com. 
mittee of the whole; and then 

The committee rose and reported the bills and 
their amendments to the house. 

The report first taken up, was on the bill r0- 
viding for the redemption of the public debt, and 
the house agreed to the amendments reported, 

Mr. Johnson, of Va. opposed the bill at con si. 
derable length, and with much zeal; not that he 
was averse to paying off the debt of the nation as 
rapidly as the interest of the country would per- 
mit, but because the sum proposed to be added 
and pledged to the sinking fund, would form 
hereafter an argument against abolishing the sys. 
tem of internal taxes, which he condemned in 
time of peace, and wished to see put down as 
quickly as possible. Mr. Johnson concluded by 


lions and four millions, (in addition to the regular 
sum of ten millions) proposed by the bill, should 
be deemed and considered as an advance, and 
| part of the fund of ten millions, for the three suc. 
ceeding years. 

After some remarks by Mr. Lowndes, in oppo- 
sition to the motion, and reply by Mr. Johnson, 

The motion was lost—ayes 46, noes 70. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
¥athird reading; and the amendments of the com- 
mittee of the whole to the remaining bills report- 
ed by the committee, with the exception of the 
one last named alhove, were successively agreed 
to, and the bills ordered to be engrossed. 

The house then took up the report of the com- 
mittee of the whole on the bill next in order, re- 
ferred to above, (to provide for the more prompt 
settlement of public accounts.) 

The debate was resumed on the powers pro- 
posed to be vested in the solicitor of the treasury, 
(one of the new officers to be created) and con- 
tinued till past 4 o’clock ; when 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, F'vb. 26.—Mr Robertson having re- 
ported certain amendments to the bill from the 
Senate, “ making reservation of certain public 
lands to supply timber for naval purposes,” which 
having been concurred in by the house, the bill 
was ordered to be read a third time; as, also, in 
same manner was the bill to authorize the ap- 
pointment of a surveyor for the lands in the north- 
ern part of the Mississippi territory, and the sale 
of certain lands therein described. , 

Mr. H. Nelson reported without amendment 
the bill from the Senate, “in addition to the act 
for the more convenient taking affidavits and bail 
in civil causes ;”? which was ordered to be read a 
third time to day. 

Mr. Jackson, from the committee appointed by 
the house to wait on the hon. James Monroe, and 
inform him of his election to the office of presi- 
dent of the United States, reported that the com- 
inittee had performed that service. 

Mr. Condict, from the committee on the subject, 
made the following report : 

“The committee on the public buildings, to 
whom was referred the letter and estimate of the 
commissioner in relation to the public square, re- 
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of $ 30,000 was appropriated for the purpose of 


improving the public square east of the capitol, 


. xpended, and is found to be 
which oer a arya sg from causes stated 
ee of the commissioner. The eonimit- 
mah of opinion that it will better comport with 
tee are 0 nal design of the city, and be more satis- 
the ies the public, to omit the interior wall in 
pF the capitol, and extend the enclosure 
peal the semi-circular area, west of the build- 
ing. They respectfully submit the following re- 
*” Reoetved, That it is expedient to appropriate 
the sum of dollars, to complete the improve- 
ment of the public square, and that the commis- 
sioner be instructed, with the approbation and 
under the direction of the president of the Unit- 
ed States, _— the semi-circular area west 

capitol. ‘ 
a sepert was ordered to lie on the table. : 

The house then resumed the unfinished bhusi- 
ness, on the bill from the Senate to secure ac- 
countability of public monies, &c.; and much de- 
bate took place on amendments proposed to it, in 
which Messrs. Jackson, Forsyth, Lowndes, Har- 
din, Hopkinson, Root, Calhoun, and others, cn- 

ed. The principal question was on a coercive 
power proposed to be given to the comptrolling 
officers of the treasury against public defuulters, 

which, on the one hand, it was contended, was 
made necessary by the evils experienced from the 
xity of the present system of accountability ; 
and, on the other hand, was opposed as being a 
violation of the spirit, if not the letter of those 
parts of the constitution which guard the trial by 
jury and the liberty and property of the citizen. 

The bill was finally recommitted for the pur- 
pose of revising its details. 

The bill supplementary to “ an act for the col. 
lection of duties on imports and tonnage ;” the bill 
for the relief of Isaac Lawrence and others, mer- 
chants of the city of New-York; the bill to provide 
for the redemption of the public debt (establish- 
ing the sinking fund ;) the bill to repeal any acts 
or parts of acts authorizing loans or the issue of 
treasury notes; the bill respecting appeals from 
assessments under the act for laying and assessing 
a direct tax; a bill authorizing the deposit of 
ship’s papers with the consuls of the United 
States; a bill authorizing the payment to the 
state of Georgia of 15 per cent. on the last direct 
tax assumed by that state; all which bills origin- 
ated in this house, were severally read a third 
time and passed. 

The bills from the Senate to enable the people 
of the western part of the Mississippi territory to 
form a constitution and state government, and for 
the admission of the same into the Union on the 
same footing as the original states, was read a third 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Cady, the bill having been 
further amended by unanimous consent, 

The bill was passed. 

The bill from the Senate for the reservation of 
certain public lands for the purpose of supplying 
the navy with timber, was read a third time and 
finally passed. 

The bill to amend the claims law of last session 
was received from the Senate, with amenglments. 
The amendments were referred to the committee 








of this house which originally reported this bill. 
The house spent the remainder of the day’s | 
sitting in committee of the whole, on 2 number of 
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bills of a private character, or of a subordinate 
public nature; which were successively passed 
through, until, a quorum not being present, the 
committee rose and reported the fact ; and 

The house adjourned. 

Thursday, Feb. 27—Mr. Hugh Nelson, from 
the committee on the judiciary, reported a bill 
supplementary to an act.“ directing the disposi- 
tion of money paid into the courts of the United 
States,” approved the 18th of April, 1814, which 
was twice read, and ordered to.be read a third 
time. s 

Mr. Nelson, from the same committee to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled 
“an act to divide the state of Pennsylvania into 
two judicial districts,” reported the same without 
amendment;. and it was ordered to be read a 
third time. 

Mr. Nelson, from the same committee to whom 
was referred the petition of Edwin Lewis, con- 
taining charges of improper and extra judicial 
conduct against Harry Toulmin, a judge ofthe 
court of the United States in the Mississippi ter- 
ritory, made the following report : 

“ The committee on the judiciary, to whom 
were referred sundry documents furnished by 
Edwin Lewis to this house, containing charges 
against Judge Toulmin, which the said Lewis 
averred that he could maintain and prove, have 
had them under consideration, and - report, that 
there is no evidence whatever contained in those 
documents which could warrant any proceeding 
against Judge Toulmin; that the committee, al- 
though the charges are none of them proved, yet 
conceiving themselves bound to give notice, as 
far as was practicable, to the citizen from whom 
the charges came, that they are prepared to re- 
ceive testimony to enable them to form a correct 
judgment upon the law, addressed a letter to Ed- 
win Lewis, stating that this case was referred by 
the House of Representatives to their considera- 
tion, and gave him notice that he should forthwith 
adduce such testimony as he had pledged himself 
to produce in verifivation of his charges. The 
committee have been furnished with no other tes- 
timony. From the remoteness of the residénce 
of Leiwis, time sufficient may not have elapsed for 
the testimony, if any could be produced, to have 
reached this place. ‘The committee consider it 
improper that this case should be longer continu- 
ed, upon the slender ground on which it now ap- 
pesrs to be founded, to the annoyance of the 
judge; inasmuch as Lewis will not be precluded 
from again submitting this subject to Congress, 
should he be able to support by proper testimony 
his allegations. Lewis, beinga lawyer, must have 
known that he ought to have exhibited testimony 
in support of his charges at the time of producing 
them, if such testimony had existence ; and par- 
ticularly as he alléges that some of them could be 
proved by the records of conrts of justice, he 
might casily have supplied abstracts from the re- 
cords, the committee are of opinion that no fur- 
ther proceedings ought to be had in this case, and 
therefore ask to be discharged from further con- 
sidering this subject.” 

This report was concurred in, and the commit- 
tee discharged froni the subject: 

Mr. Pleasants, from the committee of. naval af- 
fairs, made an unfavorable report on the petition 
of Stephen Champlin; which was read and con- 
curred ff. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
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means, to whom was recommitted the bill “to 
provide for the prompt settlement of the public 
necounts,” reported sundry amendments thereto ; 
which were concurred in, and the bill was order- 
ed to'be read a third time. 

Mr. Newton, from the committee of commerce 
and manufactures, having reported without amend- 
ment the bill from the Senate “authorizing ves- 
sels departing from the town of the Bayou St. John 
and Rasin of the Canal de Carondelet, for foreign 
ports, to,clear out at the custom house in the city 
of New-Orleans,” the bill was ordered'to be read 
athird time. 

Mr. Condict, from the committee on the ex- 
penditures on the public buildings, reported a 
bill — further provision for repairing the 
public buildings and improving the public square ; 
which was twice read and committed. 

The committee appointed on the memorial of 
the society for propagating the gospel among the 
indians and others, were discharged therefrom, 
and the petition ordered to lie on the table. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Condict in the chair, on sundry 
hills. referred to the same committee; among 
which was the bill from the Senate for disposing 
of .a tract of land, to embrace four townships, on 
favorable terms to the emigrants, to enable them 
successfully to introduce the cultivation of .the 
vine and olive, &c. 

A motion was made by Mr. Hall, of Georgia, to 
strike out the first section of the bill. This bill 
gave rise to a debate, in which the object of the 
bill was supported by Messrs. Harrison, Smith of 
Md. Clay, Robertson, Calhoun, Forsyth, and 
others, and opposed by Messrs. Hall, King, and 
others. 

The arguments against the bill were grounded 
on the idea of its affording an opening for specu- 
Jation on the public lands, and. of its injudiciously 
disposing of property of the United States, which 
might be otherwise more advantageously disposed 
of. In favor of the bill, were urged the general 
principles of hospitality, the advantages of the 
particular culture proposed to be introduced, and, 
further, the advantages which would accrue to 
the United States from the introduction of so 
much industry and such improvement into the 
midst of its public lands, by which the value of 
the land would be greatly enhariced, &c. 

‘The motion to strike out the first section was 
regatived by a large majority. 

After some amendments to the bill, on which 
there was considerable debate, the bill was re- 
ported to the house, and ordered to be read a 
third time to-morrow. 

The bill locating lands to Indian chiefs and In- 
dian warriors; the bill allowing further time for 
entering donation rights to land in the district of 
Detroit; a bill for the relief of Joseph Summers 
and John Allen; a bill to continue in force an act 
“relating to settlers on the several lands of the 
United States,” were severally ordered to be en- 

grossed for a third reading. 

The house adjourned. 

Friday, Feb. 23.—Mr. Yancey, from the com- 
inittee of claims, to whom was referred the amend- 
ments proposed by the senate to the act authoriz- 
ing payment for property lost, captured and des- 
troved by the enemy while in the military service 
during the late war, reported their agreement to 
the same, with an amendment: and the bill and 
amendments were ordered to lic en the table. 





(No. 10. Vor. uy. 


On motion of Mr. Ingham, 

; Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to congress at the next sessio 
such measures as may be necessary for the haa 
effectual execution of the law for the collection of 
om duties on imported goods, wares and merchan- 

se. 

On motion of Mr. Bradbury, the committee of 
ways and means were instructed to report a bill, 
continuing the tonnage duty imposed an forei 
ships or vessels which shall be entered jn the 
United States, from any foreign port or place to 
and with which vessels of the United States are 
not ordinarily permitted to go and trade, at the 
same rate, after the 20th day of June, as it imposed 
on such ships or vessels entering prior to that 
time by the second section of am act passed durin 
the present session of congress, entitled “an act 
supplementary to an act to regulate the duties on 
imports end tonnage.” 

On motion of Mr Newton, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasu 
be, and he is hereby required to report to the 
House of Representatives at the next session of 
Congress, whether any, and, if any, what altera. 
tions or modifications are required to be made in 
the several acts fixing the emoluments of collect. 
ors of the customs, naval officers and surveyors, 

Mr. Harrison submitted for consideration the 
following proposition to amend the constitution 
of the United States : 

Resoived, by the Senate and house of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Con- 
gress assembled, two thirds of both houses con- 
curring therein, That the following amendment 
to the constitution of the United States, be pro. 
posed to the legislatures of the several states, 
which, when ratified by the legislatures of three 
fourths of said states, shall be valid to all intents 
and purposes, as a part ofthe said constitution. 

* Congress shall, concurrently with the states, 
have power to provide for training the militia ac- 
cording to the discipline prescribed for that pur- 
pose ; and whilst engaged in that service, they 
shall be subject to the rules and regulations pre- 
scribed for the government of the Militia when in 
the military service of the United States ; and also 
to — for teaching in the primary schools, 
and other seminaries of learning in the several 
states, the system of discipline prescribed for the 
militia.” 

The said proposition was read and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Ward, of N. Y. submitted for consideration 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the president of the United States 
be, and he is hereby authorized to employ John 
Trumbull, of Connecticut, to compose and exe- 
cute, in addition to the four paintings which he is 
already authorized to compose and execute, com- 
memorative of the most important events of the 
American revolution, a painting, the design of 
which shall be to commemorate the patriotic con- 
duct of Paulding, Williams and Van Wart in cap- 
turing Major Andre, the British spy, during the 
American revolution: this painting, when finish- 
ed, to be placed in the capitol of the United 
States. 

This resolution was read and ordered to lie on 
the table. 








Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 











— 


t. I, 


ry be 
SSiOn 
more 
on of 
chan- 


ee of . 


a bill 
reign 
| the 
-é to 
| are 
t the 
osed 
that 
ring 
Lact 
| on 


uy 
the 


1 of 
eTa- 
> in 
ct. 
ors. 
the 
ion 


ell- 


_ ton rincipally— 














You. 1—1817.) 


il to continue in force the se- 
means Tepe “ supplementary to an act 
— valate the duties on imports and tonnage,” 
7 ch was twice read and committed ; and subse- 
ally ordered to be engrossed for a third read 


OE he bi splain the act for de- 
» bill to amend and expls e 
4, surveying and granting military bounty 
lands, passed the 6th May, 1812, was taken up as 
in committee of the whole, but afterwards indefi- 
itely ed. 
a Ao er resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on sundry bills referred to the same 
committee, which were successively taken up. 

Among the other bills before the committee, 
was the bill to take away from the pursers and 
midshipmen in the service of the United Siates, 
the half pay now allowed them when not actually 

ved. j ; 
se pawl was made to amend the bill by insert- 
ing the word “ surgeons” after “ midshipmen.” 

Mr. Smith, of Md. remonstrated most earnestly 
against the whole of this bill, as tending greatly 
to the prejudice of the public service, and as pro- 
posing, in effect, to turn adrift a great number of 
yo iths now in the service, whose continuance was 
essential to the maintenance of the navy, &c. 

After some conversation respecting proposed 
modifications of the bill, suggested by Mr. Ather- 


The bill was, on motion of Mr. Lowndes, order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

The bill to transfer the duties of commissioners 
of loans to the bank of the United States, and to 
abolish the office of commissioner of loans, next 
passed under review, and was amended. ; 

The committee then took up the bill which 
proposes to abolish the present command of the 
marine corps, and to place the same under the 
command of a major. 

Mr. Pleasants, after assigning his reasons there- 
for, moved to strike out the whole bill, after the 
enacting clause, and inserting in lieu thereof a 
provision fixing definitely the peace establishment 
of the marine corps, to consist, from and after the 
first of April next, of a lieutenant colonel com- 
mandant, nine captains, a proportionate number 
of lieutenants and non-commissioned officers, and 
seven hundred and fifty privates: the supernu- 
merary officers and soldiers to be discharged from 
service, with three months’ additional pay, as 
soon as practicable after the first day ef April 
next. 

Mr. Taylor, of N. Y. moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out the words “lieutenant 
eolonel,” and ‘in lieu thereof inserting the word 
“ major.” 

This motion was supported by the mover, and 
opposed very decidedly by Messrs. Harrison, 
Huger, Smith of Md. and Pleasants, and was 
eventually negatived—ayes 40. 

The main amendment proposed by Mr. Plea- 
sants was then agreed to 

The bill fixing the salary of the reporter of the 
decisions of the supreme court then came up. 
The bill was amended, on motion of Mr. Hopkin- 
son, by inserting a clause limiting the duration of 
the bill to three years, and then passed on. 

The bill appropriating a sum of money for pro- 
curing household furniture for the presidential 
residence, next came up, and the blank was filled 
with twenty thousand dollars. 

The bill making further appropriations for com- 
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pleting the public buildings in the city of ‘Wash. 
ington, and for completing the enclosure of the 
capitol square followed next. The blank for the 
first object was filled with one‘hundred thousand 
dollars, and that for the latter, with thirty thou- 
sand some odd hundred dollars. 

Several other bills, noticed below, were also be- 
fore the committee. 

The committee rose and reported the several 
bills they had acted on, by the following titles, 
viz: a bill to regulate and fix the compensation of | 
clerks and messengers; the bill transferring the 
duties of commissioner of loans to the bank of the 
United States, and abolishing the office of com- 
missioner of loans; the bill to provide for furnish- 
ing the house of the president; the bill respect- 
ing the district court of the United States in the 
northern district of New-York; the bill repealing 
the act passed the 22d day of April, 1803, and fix- 
ing the command of the marine corps; the bill 
making further provision for repairing the public 
buildings and improving the public square; ‘the 
bill from the Senate “te provide for reports of 
the decisions of the supreme court;” the bill from 
the Senate “to appoint additional pension a- 
gents ;” the bill from the Senate “authorizing a 
subscription for the printing of the tenth volume 
of public documents ;” and the bill to continue in 
force the second section of the act entitled “ an 
act supplementary to the act to regulate the du- 

ies on imports and tonnage.” 

These bills were severally ordered to be read 
a third time to-morrow, except the first named, 
which was laid on the table. 

After transacting some other business, not of 
public character, 

The house adjourned. 

Saturday, March 1.—Mr. Root, from the com~ 
mittce on the expenditures in the war depart- 
ment, made a report concerning a contract en- 
tered into with said department by Elias Earle for 
the supply of arms; which was read and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. T. Wilson, from the committee on roads 
and canals, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of John Adams, which was read and con- 
curred in. as ’ 

Mr. Mills, from the committee to which was 
referred the several petitions from inhabitants of 
different paris of the United States, praying that 
the mails may not be transported or, opened on 
Sundays, made a detailed report, which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the public lands, the com- 
mittee on the post office and post roads, and the 
committee on roads and canals, were discharged 
from the further consideration of the several mat- 
ters referred to them at the present session, and 
upon which they have not reported. 

The amendments of the Senate to the general 
appropriation bill, were agreed to. 

The bill “to provide for the due execution of 
the laws of the United States within the State of 
Indiana,” passed through a committee of the 
whole, and was ordered to a third reading to-day ; 
and was read a third time and passed. 4 

The bill froin the Senate, to provide for reports 
of the decisions of the. supreme court, was read 
a third time and passed. 

The bill to provide for furnishing the house »* 
the President of the United States; the bill'trans- 
‘erring the duties of commissioner of loans to the 
bank of th¢ United Statey, and abolishismy the» f- 
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fice of commissioner of loans ; the bill to continue 
in force the second section of the act supplement- 
ary to an act to regulate the duties on imports and 
tonn: the bill making further provision for 
repairing the public buildings and improving the 
public square ; the bill respecting the district court 
of the U. States in the northern district of New- 
York; and the bill repealing the act passed on the 
22d April, 1800, and fixing the command of the 
marine corps; all which bills originated in this 
house, were severally read the third time & passed. 

The bill from the senate, to appoint additional 
pension agents; the bill authorizing a subscrip- 
tion for the printing of the tenth.volume of the 
public documents, were each read a third time and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The House took up the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill sent from this House, to amend 
the claims law of last session—which amendments 
go to change altogether the character of the bill. 

‘The amendments to these amendments, recom- 
mended by the committee of claims, were rejected 
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by the House. 

A a motion was made by Mr. Johnson of Ky. to 
omend the Senate’s amendments, by inserting in| 
lieu of them the bill (discussed in this House the | 
other day, but laid on the table and not since} 
taken up) for the relief of the sufferers on the 
Niagara frontier. {Mr. Cannon moved to lay the 
subject on the table, which was negatived.] The 
question on Mr. Johnson’s motion was also deter- 
mined in the negative. 

M. Clark of N. Y. then moved further to amend 
the Senate’s amendments, by inserting among 
them the following as an additional section : 

© Ind de it enacted, That the commissioner be 
and he isshereby directed to award indemnification 
te such persons who have sustained damage or 
loss. by the destruction pf their houses or build- 
ings by the enemy on the Niagara frontier be- 
tween the 8th day of December, 1813, and the 3d 
day. of January, 1814: Provided it shall be proved 
that the houses so destroyed, and for which indem- 
nification is claimed, were in the ‘military occupa- 
tion of the United States as barracks or store 
houses, ut the time of such destruction, and de- 
sroyed in consequence thereof: and provided, 
iso, that no decision made by the said commis- 
sioner under this section, shall entitle the claim- 
ant or claimants to indemnification, unless such 
decision shall first receive the appropation and 
sanction of the Secretary of war.” 

‘The question on this motion was also decided 
in the negative. . 

Another motion was then made by Mr. Clark of 
N. Y. further to amend the said amendments, by 
striking out the first section thereof, and inserting 
the following in lieu thereof: 

“ That all decisions made by the commissioner 
under the act of which this is an amendment, shall 
be revised and approved by the secretary of war, 
before payment shall be m:de thereon.” 

And this motion was also lost. 

The Senate’s amendments were then concurred 
in by the House, 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to 
the’ amendments of the House to the bill from the 
Senate * to provide for the prompt settlement of 
the public accounts, were read and concurred in 
by the House. 

‘The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
bill “ to set apart and pledge, as a permanent 
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fund for internal improvement, the bonus of the 
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National Bank, and the United States* i 
dividends,” were read. tates" share of ite 

A motion was made by Mr. Hugh N 
the said bill be satteanen ind hnitcly ae 
motion was decided in the negative. : 

A motion was then made by Mr. Smith of Mary 
land to postpone the bill to Monday next; which 
motion was opposed by Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Jack. 
son, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. Wilson, and supported 
by Mr. Nelson, Mr. Jackson and Mr. King. The 
— — decided in the negative. 

The amendments of the Senate were 
7 then agreed 

The bill to incorporate sundry banks in this Dis. 
trict, was received from the senate, and read a 
first and second time by its title. 

Mr. Calhoun moved that the bill should be laid 

on the table. 
_ This motion was opposed by Mr. Johnson of 
Ky. Mr. Lewis, and Mr Culpepper, and support- 
ed by Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Webster, and was 
negatived, ayes 33. 

‘Lhe bill was, after some debate, referred, by 
the casting vote of the speaker, to a committee of 
of the whole. 

The bill * supplementary to the act for the re- 
lief of persons imprisoned for debt;” the bill 
“for the relief of the Creek Indians ;” the bill 
* authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause repayment to be made of certain alien du- 
ties; the bill further to regulate the territories of 
the United States, and their electing delegates to 
Congress ;” severally passed through a committee 
of the whole, and were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The resolutions respecting the conduct of the 
Bank of the United States in respect to their mea- 
sures relating to the payment of the second in. 
stalment of the subscription to the Bank, were, 
on motion of the author, (Mr. Forsyth) for the 
want of time to act on them, indefinitely post- 
poned. 

A motion was made to adjpurn to to-morrow, 
(Sunday) at 11 o’clock, and negatived—68 to 48, 
by yeas and nays. 

The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to remit the duties therein mentioned; the 
bill for the relief of the widows and orphans of 
officers, seamen and marines who were lost in the 
United States brig Epervier; the bill supplemen- 
tary to an act for the relief of persons imprisoned 
for debts due the United States; the bill author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to cause re- 
payment to be made of certain alien duties; the 
bill further to regulate the territories of the Unit» 
ed States, and their electing delegates to congress ; 
the bill for the relief of certain Creek Indians; all 
which bills originated in this house, were seve- 
rally read a third time, passed, and sent to the 
Senate for concurrence, 

The bill creating a light house on the west chop 
of Holme’s hole harbor, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, passed througla a committee of the whole, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday. 

The bill making provision for the establishment 
of an additional land office in the Missouri Ter- 
ritory, and for the final adjustment of claims to 
town lots and village lots therein, passed through 
a committee of the whole, and was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

‘Vhe house then adjourned for one hour. : 

Evening sitting —The house spent some time in 
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tee of the whole, on the bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of a a claims for 
militia services due to the state o' Georgia. (a- 
ainst the Indians 25 years ago)—for want of time 
P> examine the bill, it was laid on the table. 
The same fate attended the bill from the senate, 
Jementary to an act to authorize the state of 
. iss ; ~d perfect titles to 
Tennessee to issue grants: ard perfec 
certain lands therein described, and to settle the 
claims to the vacant and unappropriated lands 
thin the same. 
= bill from the senate “to amend and ex- 
plain an act giving pensions to the widows and 
orphans of persons slain in the public and private 
armed vessels of the United States, passed through 
a committee of the whole, and was ordered to be 
read a third time on Monday. ; " 

The bill respecting the compensation of certain 
collectors therein mentioned ; the bill to regulate 
the trade in plaster of Paris; the bill to alter and 
establish certain post roads; all which bills ori- 
ginated inthis house, passed through committees 
of the whole, and were ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time on Monday. 

Tuesday, March 3.— F 

The following is the message of the President, 
transmitting to the House of Representatives his 
objections to the bank bonus bill ee 

To the House of Representatives of the United States. 

Having considered the bill this day presented 
to me, entitled “ An act to set apart and pledge cer- 
tain funds for internal improvements;” and which 
sets apart and pledges finds “ for constructing 
roads and canals, and improving the navigation of 
water courses, in order to facilitate, promote, and 
give sccurity to internal commerce among the se- 
veral States, and to render more easy and less ex- 
pensive the means and provisions for the common 
defence ;” 1 am constrained, by the insuperable 
difficulty I feel in reconciling the bill with the 
constitution of the United States, to return it with 
that objection, to the House of Representatives in 
which it originated. 

The legislative powers vested in Congress are 
specified and énumerated in the 8th section of the 
first article of the constitution ; and it does not 
appear that the power, proposed to be exercised 
by the bill, is among the enumerated powers ; or 
that it falls, by any just interpretation, within the 
power to make laws necessary and proper for car- 
rying into execution those or other powers vested 
by the constitution in the government of the 
United States. 

“The power to regulate commerce among 
the several States,” cannot include a power to 
construct roads and canals, and to improve the 
navigation of water courses, in order to facilitate, 
promote, and secure such a commerce, without a 
latitude of construction, departing from the ordi- 
nuy import of the terms, strengthened by the 
known inconveniences which doubtless led to the 

rant of this remedial power to Congress. To re- 
fr the power in question to the clause “ to pro- 
vide for the common defence and general welfare,” 
would be contrary to the established and consis- 
tent rules of interpretation ; as rendering the spe- 
cial and careful enumcration of powers which fol- 
low the clause, nugatory and improper. Such a 
view of the constitution would have the effect 
of giving to Congress a general power, of legisla- 
tion, instead of the defined and limited bne hitherto 
understood to belong to them; the terms “ com- 
wion defence and general welfare,” embracing 
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every object and act within the purview of a le- 
rislative trust. It would have the éffect of sub- 
Jecting both the constitution and laws of the several 
States, in all cases not specifically exempted, tobe 
superseded by laws of Congress ; it being express- 
ly declared, “ that the constitution of the United 
States, and laws made in pursuance’ thereof, shall 
be the supreme law of the land, and the judges of 
every State shall be bound thereby, any’ thing in 
the constitution or laws of any State to the.contra- 
ry notwithstanding.” ‘Such a view of the consti- 
tution, finaly, would have the effect of excludirir 
the judicial authority of the United States from 
its participation in guarding the boundary betweén 
the legislative powers of the general and the State 
governments ; inasmuch as questions relating to 
the general welfare, being questions of policy atid 
expediency, are unsusceptible of judicial cogni- 
zance and decision. 

A restriction of the power “to provide for the 
common defence and general welfare,” to cases 
which are to be provided for by the expenditure 
of money, would still leave within the legislative 
power of Congress, all the great and most impor- 
tant measures of government ; money being the 
ordinary and necessary means of carrying them 
into execution. 

If a general power to construct roads and catials, 
and to improve the navigation of water coursés, 
with the train of powers incident thereto, be not 
possessed by Congress, the assent of ‘the Statés, 
in the mode provided in the bill, cannot conter the 
power. The only cases in which the consent and 
cession of particular States can exténd the power 
of Congress, are those specified and provided for 
in the constitution. 

I am not unaware of the great importance ‘of 
roads and canals, and the improved navigation of 
water courses ; and that a power in the national 
legislature to provide for them, might be exercised 
with signal advantage to the general prospefity. 
But, seeing that such a power is not expressly 
given by the constitution; and believing that it 
cannot be deduced from any part of it, without an 
inadmissible lattitude of construction, and a reli- 
ance on insufficient precedents; believing also, 
that the permanent suecess of the constitution 
depends’ on a definite partition of powers between 
the general and the state governments, and that no 
adequate land-marks would be left by the can- 
structive extension of the powers of Congress, «as 
proposed in the bill, I have no option but to Wwith- 
hold my signature from it: cherishing the hope, 
that its beneficial objects may be attained, by a 
resort for the necessary powers, to the same wis- 
dom and virtue in the nation, which established 
the constitution in its actual form, and providently 
marked out, in the instrument itself, a safe and 
practicable mode of improving it, as experienec 
might suggest. 


March 3, 1817. JAMES MADISON. 


On the question, “Shall this bill pass, the Pre- 
sident’s objections notwithstanding ?” the vote 
stood as follows : 


YEAS—The Speaker (Mr. Clay) Messrs. Aletander, Archer, 
Betts, Birdseye, Breckenridge, Brooks, Cady, Calhoun, Chap- 
pell, Clendennin, C Conner, Crei: n, Culpepper, 
Forsyth, Gaston, Griffin, Hahn, Hali, Harrison, Henderson, 
Herbert, Hopkinson, Huger, Hulbert, Ii , Irving, N. Y. 
Johnson, Ky. Keut, Kerr, Va. Kilbourn, Little, Loveit, Lyle, 
Middietun, Milnor, Jer. Nelson, Ormsby, Peter, Pickerin 











Bs 
Reynoids, Ross, Savage, Schenck, Sharp, Sheffey, Tate, Tay- 
lor, N. ¥. ‘Veltair, Wailace, Webster, Wenileves; Whiteside,. 
Wide, Witkin, ‘hes. Wiison, Wm. Wilson, Yancey, Yates:- 
v0. ’ . 

















160 THE NATIONAL REGISTER, 


Buenos-Ayres in company with the Lady-Mary- 
Pelham. She was bound on a cruise off Havana, 
and was said to have charge of despatches for the 
government of the United States. 





BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
Washington, March 7, 1817. 
All masters of British vessels arriving in the 
United States, are hereby informed that by an act 
of Congréss, passed on the Sd instant, they are 
¥equired, after having produced their registers 
od other papers, as heretofore, to the collector of 
the port at which entry is made, within forty-eight 
hours after such entry, to deposit these papers 
with the British consul or vice-consul who may be 
resident at the said port, and to deliver to the 
collector the certificate of such consul or vice-con- 
sul, that these papers have been deposited, under 
a penalty not less than $ 500, and not exceeding 
$ 2,000. ‘The register and other documents will 
e returned by the consul or vice-consul on pro- 
duction of the clearance of the collector. 
ANTHONY ST. JOHN BAKER. 





FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

+. FOREIGN. 

By the arrival of the Samoset at Charleston, 8.C. 
London dates have been received to the Ist Jan. 
and verbal accounts to the 4th. They contain 
little political intelligence ; the most important is 
that of the sudden arrival and departure of the 
duke of Wellington. He embarked for Calais on 
29th Dec: at 120’clock at night, where he arrived 
next morning, and immediately set out for Paris.— 
This has occasioned some speculations on the in- 
ability of the French government to pay the stipu- 
lated contributions to the allies. The French 
funds are represented as having experienced a 
continued depression ; and as the French budget 
in providing for the future contributions depend- 
ed ona loan, the Kaglish capitalists have refused 
to lend to the French government without a gua- 
ranty from their own ministers. During the stay 
of Wellington in London a cabinet council was 
held, which was attended by the Earls of Liver- 
pool and Bathurst, Lords Castlereagh, Sidmouth 
and Melville, and Messrs. Canning and Vansitart. 
The council continued about three hours ; and as 
soon as it broke up despatches were sent off both 
to the British head quarters at Mount de Marsan, 
and to Sir Charles Stewart at Paris. From this it 
is inferred there will be some change of quarters 
of the English troops. The French papers are 
represented as containing no interest. A law has 
passed authorizing the clergy to receive donations 
in land; another dispensing with strict testimoni- 
al proofs*of the death of military men long absent 
and unheard of. Trials for contumacy continue : 
General Savary has been condemned to death in 
one of the farte trials. 

A law has beén passed in Holland authorizing 
the free exportation of corn to England. 

The Samoset was taken up by our consul at 
London to bring home 101 distressed American 
seamen, who had got out of employ and thrown 
themselves upon his protection. Many of them 
were in a wretched condition when they embark-| 
ed, 5 of whom died on the passage, of diflerent 
diseases. 

DOMESTIC. 
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the lands in the northern part of the Mississipy; 
Territory, under the act of 3d March, im PPA 
Israel Pickens, of North-Carolina, to be Res 
of the land office to be opened in the Mi nome) 
Territory under the act of 3d March, 1817 
John Taylor, of South-Carolina, to be Receis, 
of Public Moneys at the land office to be pa 
in the Mississippi Territory under 
3d March, 1817. . aad. te 
Stephenson Archer, of Maryland, to be addition: 
andge in the Mississippi Territory, to “ae 
he eastern part thereof, under the act 
March, 1817. . Gees 
The following appointments were mad 
President of the United States, by and “a - 
advice and consent of the Senate, during the oe 
session : 
Joseph Philips, late of the army of the United 


|| States, to be Secretary of the Lllinois Territory, 


Robert Jaques, of New-York, to be Consul at St. 
Croix. 

John Howard March, of New-Hampshi 
Consul at, Madeira. paki, to he 

Daniel Strobel, of South-Carolina, to be Consul 
at Bordeaux, in place of William Lee, resigned. 

William Davy, of Pennsylvania, to be Consul of 
the United States at Kingston ypon Hull, in Great 
Britain. 

Joseph Ray, of the same state, to be Consul at 
Pernambucco, in Brazil. 

Jose dos Santos Monteiro, of Brazil, to be Consul 
for the island of Maranhoa, in Brazil. 

Reuben G. Beasley, of Virginia, to be Consul at 
Havre de Grace. 

Robert Trimble, of Kentucky, to be J udge of the 
United States for the district of Kentucky. 

Edward Wyer, of Massachusetts, to be Consul 
of the United States at Hamburg. 
Henry Wilson, of Maryland, to be Consul at 
Nantz. ‘ 
Edward Church, of Kentucky, to be Consul at 
POrient. 
John B. Frazier, of Massachusetts, to be Consul 
for the island of Curraccoa. 
John O. Sullivan, of New-York, to be Consul at 
Mogodore, in Mérocco. 
Joel Hart, of ‘New-York, to be Consul at Leith. 
A bill has passed the House of Representatives 
of Pennsylvania for the impeachment of Walter 


judges of the court of common pleas of the se- 
cond judicial district, consisting of the counties 
of Lancaster and York. Whilst the bill was pend- 
ing a Mr. Anderson moved to strike out the word 
great, because it was in the superlative degree. 
We should like to hear Mr. A. compare that ad- 
jective. 

A resolution was offered in the House of Re- 
presentatives on Wednesday last, by Dr. Rogers, 
seconded by Mr. Reily, recommending: to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to use 
their endeavors to have the preamble to the consti- 
tution of the United States amended, so as to regog- 
nise the existence of a God and the benignity af a 
Providence. ‘The preamble and resolution lie on 
the table. 

A bill has passed the legislature of New-York 
providing for an election of governor at the en- 
suing annual election of that state. A caucus Is 
to be held at the capitol in Albany on the 25th 
inst. for the purpose of nominating a suitable can- 





Appointments by the President and Senate. 


didate—De Wit Clinton and Peter B. Porter are 





John Coffee, of Vennessee, to be Surveyor of | 


spoken of. 


Franklin, Jacob Hibshmin and Thomas Clark, - 





